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sign of her displeasure, could not bear him from her side
for long.

But Raleigh in favour or in disgrace had an object in life
greater and nobler than the personal and more selfish
ambitions which also possessed him. It was his ardent desire
to establish colonies of Englishmen in the New World, which in
time would develop into free and prosperous nations under the
English flag, bound by indestructible ties to the mother-
country from whom they sprang, adding to the wealth and
glory of their parent isle, and forming a united Colonial
Empire. Raleigh, indeed, was the first to possess that
' imperial idea' which was to animate so many great English-
men of future generations. He spent a large part of his
fortune and the best efforts of his life to carry into e fleet this
great dream, which he dedicated ' To her who is the first, and
may be justly called,' as he said, ' the Empress of the
Bretanes.'

Raleigh's first attempts to colonize North America were,
unhappily, not conducted under his own active command, for
the Queen was too enamoured with him to let him risk his life
even for the sake of enlarging her dominions. But Raleigh
found the money and the man whom he could entrust to carry
out his scheme with daring and sagacity. This was his half-
brother, Humphrey Gilbert, who had already gained an
honourable reputation in the story of the sea by his voyages in
the Arctic regions hi search of the North-West Passage to the
Indies.

Gilbert, therefore, with Raleigh's influence and money
behind him,, obtained a patent from the Queen 'for the
discovery of sundry rare and unknown lands, fatally, and it
seemed by God's Providence, reserved for England, and for
the honour of Her Majesty.'

Elaborate instructions and agreements were drawn up for the
benefit and guidance, of these first English colonists, Each
man of humble birth going out by free passage was to receive*
60 acres of land, besides a share of common land for cattle;